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Advancing our Criminal Justice System,  
One Student at a Time
A Proposal for Stephen J. and Suzan M. Zoukis

Georgia State University’s College of 
Arts & Sciences is poised to become 
nationally recognized for its work 
related to criminal justice reform,  
where it aims to promote sweeping 
changes in our criminal justice system 
that address critical issues such as 
“tough on crime” policies, prisoner 
access to education, criminal justice 
practices and procedures, inmate 
treatment and more. Bringing together 
scholars, students, community leaders, 
practitioners, courts, media and others, 
we remain steadfast in our commitment 
to improve how criminal justice is 
conceived and carried out.    

With your support, we have made several important 
strides towards this goal.  We have founded the Zoukis 
Research Collaborative and the Zoukis Summer 
Institute; established the Zoukis Best Paper Award; 
launched communications on social media; hosted 
seminars comprised of esteemed speakers (class credit 
awarded); and funded graduate students engaged in 
research projects.  These opportunities have allowed us 
to expose our students to criminal justice reform in  
new and engaging ways, while bringing awareness to 
these vital issues.   

To build upon this work and increase our visibility as a 
national leader in the area of criminal justice research 
and reform, we ask for your support to fund the 
following key needs:

•  Zoukis Endowed Chair in Governance - This  
Chair will be an expert in the governance of 
crime and punishment and will lead our efforts, 
engage community partners, and build a highly 
visible research cluster engaged in solution-
oriented research.

•  Zoukis Endowed Professor of Politics and  
Justice - A Professorship would provide for a 
salary stipend for the faculty member directing 
the Zoukis Summer Institute.

•  Zoukis Graduate Research Fellows - These Fellows 
will be recruited by the Chair and the Zoukis 
Endowed Professor to engage in, and present  
on, topic-related research.

•  Zoukis Scholars - Undergraduate stipends to 
students pursuing internship opportunities 
related to these topics.  

•  Zoukis Research Conference - Each summer,  
our research and efforts will be highlighted  
and presented to the nation at large through  
an annual conference and forum. 

To pursue these endeavors, we respectfully request 
your financial support, the total of which will be $2.5 
million dollars (full implementation).  A gift at this 
level will propel us forward so that we may continue 
forward on our course to become a leading authority 
on these vital issues, ultimately promoting change in our 
criminal justice system and improving the lives of those 
incarcerated across our nation. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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Advancing our Criminal Justice System,  
One Student at a Time
A Proposal for Stephen J. and Suzan M. Zoukis

The Suzan Zoukis Fund for Graduate 
Research on Mandatory Sentencing and 
the Zoukis Research Collaborative 

Your support through the Suzan Zoukis Fund for 
Graduate Research on Mandatory Sentencing has been 
instrumental in exposing our students to criminal justice 
reform while helping our College bring awareness to the 
politics of mandatory sentencing and other issues facing 
our criminal justice system today.    

Through the College’s Political Science department, 
Carrie Manning, Chair, has worked to encourage and 
support scholarly research into all aspects of mandatory 
sentencing and associated “tough on crime” policies, 
including—and not limited to—research on the creation 
and passage of mandatory sentencing laws, the broad 
effects of such laws within the criminal justice system 
and beyond, criminal justice practices and procedures, 
and public support for these policies.  Dr. Manning has 
implemented several initiatives through your support, 
including the establishment of the Zoukis Research 
Collaborative, the Zoukis Summer Institute, and The 
Zoukis Best Paper Award.  Moreover, Dr. Manning has 
established communications on social media, brought in 
esteemed speakers to present on these issues, 
developed seminars (credit awarded) and funded 
graduate students engaged in related research projects.   

The Zoukis Summer Institute

Beginning in June 2015, each year the Zoukis Summer 
Institute has brought together outstanding 
undergraduates with academic and career interests in 
criminal justice, politics, social justice, and investigative 

journalism to engage directly with prominent 
practitioners working on issues related to mandatory 
minimum sentencing, such as sitting judges, prosecutors, 
human rights lawyers, and investigative journalists.  
Students spend mornings listening to panels comprised 
of these practitioners learning about issues such as 
mandatory sentencing mandates, the use of solitary 
confinement, prison privatization, and inmate education.   
Afternoons are devoted to a hands-on research project 
in which undergraduates, led by teams of graduate 
students, collect and analyze survey data and then 
develop a presentation of their research on the last 
afternoon of the workshop. 

The theme of the research project in 2015 was 
mandatory minimum sentencing and students  
surveyed people on and near campus about their views 
regarding mandatory minimum sentencing, testing how 
subjects’ belief about the race of the perpetrator 
affected their views on sentencing.  In the 2016 Zoukis 
Summer Institute, students administered survey 
questions to their subjects on the topic of solitary 
confinement, with some randomly assigned to fill out 
the survey in a full-size model of a solitary confinement 
cell built by Political Science students, while others filled 
it out in a nearby classroom. They found significant 
differences in attitudes between the two groups 
regarding the use of solitary confinement.  

See student reactions to the solitary  
confinement cell here: 
https://www.facebook.com/JJIEga 
videos/1070452763001387/ 

One GSU undergraduate, Anyssa Williams, spent 24 
hours in the 8x8 solitary confinement cell replica for a 
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class assignment. The experience changed her views. 
“Before, I perceived solitary confinement as just another 
cruel sanction of the government. After just 24 hours, I 
testify that solitary confinement is hell on earth. Solitary 
confinement is legalized torture.”  The Juvenile Justice 
Information Exchange, a journalism collective that 
reports on issues pertinent to juvenile justice, 
made a time-lapse video of the experience which 
can be viewed through the following link:

http://jjie.org/2016/05/25/locked-in-the-box-student-
assignment-24-hours-in-solitary/ 

The Zoukis Summer Institute will again involve 
teams of graduate students implementing a 
research workshop with teams of undergraduate 
students related to one  
of the Institute’s themes. 

Denny Chow Change Matters online interviews: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgtIL79cd2Q 

http://jjie.org/2016/11/17/righting-the-wrong-denny-
chow/

As a result of his participation in the Zoukis Summer 
Institute last year, Chow’s story was picked up by the 
Juvenile Justice Information Exchange. Chow was 
featured in the first installment of the “Righting the 
Wrong” series, which focuses on people who committed 
crimes in their youth but now live on the straight and 
narrow thanks to solid policy and caring mentors.

These videos, and others, were highlighted on the 
Zoukis Research Collaborative Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/ZoukisCollab 

The 3rd annual Zoukis Summer Institute was held on 
May 2–4, 2017, and for the first time, the Zoukis 
Summer Institute was part of a special, week-long 
3-credit hour intensive course. This course will 
henceforth be a designated signature experience  
course for GSU undergraduates. The Zoukis  
Summer Institute will again involve teams of  
graduate students implementing a research workshop 
with teams of undergraduate students related to  
one of the Institute’s themes. 

http://myexperience.gsu.edu/about/signature-experience/ 

Engaging a New Generation 

The Zoukis Summer Institute has awakened student 
interest across campus and we have developed 
additional learning opportunities to train students 
interested in this area of study and to give them access 
to hands-on guided research experiences.   

Doctoral students Lindsey Herbel, Bailey Fairbanks,  
and Richard Gardiner have received funding from the 
endowment to support their graduate assistantships. 
They have led teams of other graduate students to 
supervise the conduct of the undergraduate research 
project at the Zoukis Summer Institute, and have 
brought in practitioners and government officials 
throughout the year to help raise an audience for  
the summer institute and draw attention to these 
important issues. 

The Institute has engaged students and experts through 
organized presentations funded through your support.  
For example, in 2016, Professor Eric Sevigny, Georgia 
State University, spoke on the effectiveness of drug 
courts and alternative sentencing as a way to reduce 

7

COL L E GE  OF  
ART S  &  SC I E NC E S



Judge Steve Teske and one of our graduate students are 
working on several papers for publication in scholarly 
journals on school to prison pipeline issues, using public 
data collected by the Court and the Clayton County 
public school system. Last year, we awarded our first 
Zoukis Best Paper Award to Robert Morris (now an 
associate professor at GSU) for his research on the 
short term effects of solitary confinement for punitive 
reasons.  This award is open to researchers nationwide 
and carries a $1,500.00 prize.  

Over the last year, we cultivated a partnership with  
the Georgia State University Prison Education Project 
(GSUPEP), which seeks to bring higher education into 
prisons, support reentry, and reduce recidivism through 
education while bringing the experiences of 
incarceration to our general student population.  
We want to continue to explore this partnership in  
the future. 

Dr. Peter Lindsay, in the Department of Political Science, 
has taught courses at the Atlanta Transitional Center  
and two prisons in the state of Georgia. He has taken 
students from his GSU courses to these facilities to 
meet his students there, and his students have spoken  
at the Zoukis Summer Institute and at other panels on 
campus about the day to day challenges of reentry upon 
release from prison. 

Over the next five years, we 
will pursue three specific goals 
aimed at training a new gener-
ation of scholars that will bring 
about positive changes to our 
criminal justice system.  

Goal One:  
Inform criminal justice policy and activism through 
research on policy based squarely within criminal  
justice practice. 

Goal Two: 

Develop a new generation of leaders that possess an 
understanding of the political, social, and economic 
factors that shape political decisions about mass 
incarceration, rehabilitation, re-entry, punishment, 
policing, and prisons in our country and equip students 
with the analytical tools to promote best practices and 
foster systemic change in the penal system.  

Goal Three:  

Our third goal is to pursue programming that helps 
prepare incarcerated citizens for success after prison. 
Programs might coordinate returning citizen access  
to important services provided at GSU, provide for 
faculty mentors, support student success in the 
classroom, and more.  

overall prison and jail populations. Our largest such 
event in the past academic year was a screening of the 
Peabody award-winning documentary, “13th”, which we 
paired with a panel discussion featuring state legislators 
and public interest lawyers who discussed criminal 
justice reform efforts in Georgia. “13th” explores the 
historical backdrop of mass incarceration in America, 
beginning with the 13th Amendment and coming up to 
the present day. This event attracted around 300 
students for what was a lively and productive discussion.

We have designed academic coursework to engage 
students on relevant topics. For instance, we now offer a 
new senior capstone course, “Social Justice and Politics.” 
This new annual senior seminar course on social justice 
is being co-taught by Professors Toby Bolsen and Peter 
Lindsay. Thus, in addition to students who participate in 
the Zoukis Summer Institute, we’ve now reached 
approximately 75 students through this course.  

Building Community Partnerships 

Your support has played a key role in helping us engage 
community partners.  Specifically, we have partnered 
with law enforcement agencies, courts, prosecutors, 
activists, advocates, and former prisoners, who regularly 
engage with our students. This now occurs not only at 
the Zoukis Summer Institute, but throughout the year.  
For example, during the film screening of the 
documentary “13th” this past fall, we organized a panel 
of state legislators to discuss mass incarceration. 

We have begun to work with these organizations to 
create intern placements and other opportunities for 
our students.  For example, we have two dedicated 
positions for GSU undergraduate students with the 
Clayton County Juvenile Court and additional 
placements with the Georgia Innocence Project,  
Forever Family, Georgia Asylum and Immigration 
Network, and others.
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IN PURSUIT OF 
OUR GOALS
Our research and efforts have an 
opportunity to directly affect the issues, 
policies, and practices of our criminal 
justice system, and we believe that the 
Department of Political Science and the 
Zoukis Research Collaborative, with its 
committed faculty, students, scholarship 
record, and professional contacts, is  
poised to expand its role as one of the 
Nation’s leading authorities on criminal 
justice reform.  

Indeed, as we continue to expand our 
footprint in this fundamental area 
of society, we must respond to the 
overwhelming need for this work and 
continue our success through the pursuit 
of new programs and opportunities. A 
transformational gift from you will allow 
us to set the standard for criminal justice 
reform and research in this country so 
that we can become a driving force of 
change and innovation.  

Please find the following listing of 
priorities that we have identified to 
be vital components to our continued 
growth and success:
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   •  The Zoukis Endowed Chair in Governance 
($500,000) 
 
A Chair with a national reputation for research in 
state and local government, with a particular 
emphasis on the intersection of politics and justice, 
will engage with national and local entities, as well as 
do high quality, highly visible scholarship, to address 
issues such as mandatory minimum sentencing, 
sentencing guidelines, registries, educational 
opportunities for inmates, re-entry, equity in 
sentencing, the school to prison pipeline, and the 
incarceration of immigrants.  This Chair will be highly 
respected and research oriented, and will assist in 
building research partnerships and gaining visibility 
for criminal justice and sentencing issues, while 
guiding GSU’s participation in addressing said issues. 

The Chair will engage with community partners  
who have worked with us on the Zoukis Summer 
Institute, internship placements, etc. 
 
The Zoukis Endowed Chair will hold an annual 
research conference that will bring the brightest 
minds in the field together to discuss research, policy, 
and enactment, and will promote ongoing 
engagement with law enforcement agencies, judges, 
prosecutors, scholars, and students.   
 
The Chair will work to build an interdisciplinary 
research cluster at GSU to support highly visible 
research into the political, economic, social and 
historical roots of mandatory minimum sentencing, 
sentencing guidelines, registries, educational 
opportunities for inmates, re-entry, equity in 

sentencing, the school to prison pipeline, and the 
incarceration of immigrants, and more.  The Chair 
will also promote policy-oriented research aimed at 
understanding and publicizing the human and social 
costs and unanticipated impacts of these measures. 
This research cluster would seek to provide policy-
relevant research that would affect the design and 
implementation of criminal justice policy broadly 
conceived.  Under the Chair’s leadership, this 
research cluster would identify enforcement officials, 
prosecutors, defense attorneys, former inmates, 
students and scholars to engage in solution- 
oriented research.

   •   Two Zoukis Endowed Graduate Research 
Fellowships ($1,000,000) 
 
We are requesting support to endow two graduate 
research fellowships to support graduate students, 
training the next generation of scholars in this field.  
Recruited by the Chair and Zoukis Endowed 
Professor, these students will engage in research that 
focuses on key criminal justice issues such as 
mandatory minimum sentencing and re-entry.    
 
The Fellows will be required to produce one 
scholarly paper per year and will assist with both the 
Zoukis Summer Institute and other year-round 
student engagement activities. Ideally this would lead 
to the development of a working paper series 
published on the Department’s Zoukis webpage.

   •   The Zoukis Endowed Professorship in Politics and 
Justice ($250,000) 
 
An Endowed Professorship will provide for a salary 
stipend for the faculty member directing the Zoukis 
Summer Institute.  It will honor the recipient’s  
work and efforts to scale up the Zoukis Summer 
Institute, which in turn would allow us to recruit 
institute participation from a broader, ultimately 
nationwide, audience.  
 
The endowed professor will pursue the 
establishment of a four-year interdisciplinary 

program, housed in the Department of Political 
Science, that builds on our existing strengths in 
training pre-law students by pairing coursework in 
judicial process, constitutional law, civil liberties, and 
coursework in law, criminal justice, sociology, social 
work—with hands-on research experiences (in 
Zoukis Summer Institute) and internships.

   •  Program Expansion & Undergraduate Student 
Support ($750,000) 
 
Zoukis Scholars ($500,000) 
 
Provide 10 undergraduate student (Zoukis Scholars) 
stipends to allow students to participate in 
internship opportunities with organizations that have 
participated in our Zoukis Summer Institute. Several 
students have held unpaid internships with these 
organizations, but many are unable to take advantage 
of unpaid internships. This would expand the number 
of students able to participate and would help 
support some of the non-profits doing work in this 
area, who would now be able to attract highly 
competitive interns for a larger number of hours per 
week. Zoukis Scholars would also attend the annual 
research conference as observers. 
 
Zoukis Research Conference ($250,000) 
 
Led by the Zoukis Chair, this conference would be 
held each summer following the Zoukis Summer 
Institute. It would bring together scholars and 
practitioners from around the country, and 
internationally as relevant, to produce highly visible 
scholarship through collaboration on problem-driven 
scholarship. Prominent scholars and/or policymakers 
would provide a keynote address each year.  The 
annual research conference would address a central 
theme each year, such as the prison education 
system. The research conference would include both 
public sessions and closed working sessions. The goal 
is to produce content for a policy white paper series 
that would become a well-known source for 
innovative scholarship on these issues. 
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Georgia State University  
and the College of Arts & Sciences

Georgia State University, an enterprising urban public  
research university, is a national leader in graduating students 
from widely diverse backgrounds. The University has more 
than 53,000 students and over 180,000 alumni across the state 
and around the world.  The university is quickly expanding its 
research portfolio and leveraging its research to help address 
opportunities and issues facing cities and communities around 
the globe.

Georgia State University’s College of Arts & Sciences connects 
one of the most diverse groups of students in the nation with 
prominent faculty, exceptional facilities and all the 
opportunities of a global city.  Students with majors in one of 
the 24 departments and institutes work with faculty, many who 
are national experts, to develop strong research, writing, and 
critical thinking skills that benefit them as they venture out into 
society to tackle our most pressing challenges.  

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Mark P. Becker, Ph.D.

President, Georgia State University

Georgia State University

P.O. Box 3999

Atlanta, Georgia 30302-3999

Phone: 404-413-1300

mbecker@gsu.edu 

Sara Rosen, Ph.D.

Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Georgia State University

P.O. Box 4038

Atlanta, GA 30302

Phone: 404-413-5488 | Fax: 404-413-5124

srosen@gsu.edu

Mike Worley

Senior Associate Vice President

Georgia State University

100 Auburn Ave, 5th Floor

Atlanta, GA 30303

Phone: 404-413-2506

mworley@gsu.edu
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